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The rainforest hognosed pitviper, Porthidium nasutum, is an
inhabitant of the humid tropical lowlands of Middle America and
northwestern South America, belonging to the Eastern
Mesoamerican Complex of Savage (1966) and the Humid Tropi-
cal Assemblage of Duellman (1966). The range of P. nasutum in-
cludes most of the lowland rainforests of Middle America as well
as Colombia and Ecuador (see Campbell and Lamar, 1989, for
detail). Throughout its range, this species occurs from near sea
level to about 900 m in elevation, but is generally found below
600 m (Porras et al. 1981).

Despite its relatively high abundance in Costa Rica (pers. obs.),
little has been reported on the behavior and ecology of this spe-
cies. According to Porras et al. (1981), Porthidium nasutum is ter-
restrial and nocturnal, although specimens can be found basking
by day. Based on a review of previous work on the species, Porras
et al. (1981) report specimens having been found inside cavities
in the trunks of trees, underneath roots of trees or rocks, under
logs, among loose rocks of archaeological ruins, or lying on the
forest floor. Campbell (1998) stated that while this species is con-
sidered nocturnal, it is most often found in the early mornings
crossing jungle paths or roads, or lying coiled in leaf litter in small
patches of sunlight. He stated that encounters are most frequent in
primary forest or in small patches of secondary forest surrounded
by primary forest. In this study, microhabitat preferences and ac-
tivity patterns of P. nasutum were investigated by examining en-
vironmental features and behavior of this species in a wet tropical
forest in northeastern Costa Rica.

Methods.—Snakes were located through visual encounters along
trails in the three major forest tracts of Estacion Biolégica La Suerte
(Limon Province, northeastern versant of Costa Rica) in July of
1999. These tracts are a mosaic of primary and secondary tropical
wet forest. The age class of each snake was recorded as adult (>
30 cm) or sub-adult (< 30 cm) based on overall body length. Indi-
viduals (N = 6; 3 adults, 3 sub-adults) were uniquely identified
based on color pattern. Observations were conducted during day-
light hours as well as at night (using a low luminosity red lamp).

The area immediately surrounding each individual snake was
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